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You're setting up a new business or a new blog and you've got aton of things to do.If
you're a business you’'ll have to register with the relevant authorities for fax and other
legal requirements. You may need to look for premises, get stuff printed or look for staff.

But amongst all of these tasks there is one thing that really needs your attention and it
could have a huge impact on the future of your business.

Yes, we're talking about buying a domain name!

They’re not expensive and it takes seconds to register, but don’t think this is something
that you can leave to the last minute.

In fact, registering your domain name should be one of the first thing you do, otherwise
you could have a whole lot of changes to make to legal documents, printfed materials,
etfc. further down the line.

But which is the best domain name for you out of the dozens of different types of
domain?

Well we've prepared some sure fire fips to make sure that you get the right name first
fime round and you can hit the deck running.

Your Domain Name is Your Internet Real Estate

The first thing you need to be aware of is that your domain name is your internet real
estate. As such it is a valuable resource for you and your business.

In this guide we’ll give you as much advice as possible, but one really important point
to remember is that once you register your domain name, and assuming that you are
not infringing anyone’s copyright or frademarks (we’ll come onto that shortly) then
nobody can take it away from you.

Domain names are pretty cheap and you decide for how long you want to register
them for so there is no long term obligation. If you decide not to renew it, no problem,
you're under no obligation. So if you’re not sure then it’s always worth buying for the
minimum period, say 1 year, and then letting it expire at the end.
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Does my domain name need to be the same as my
registered business name

This is a question we often hear. People assume that because they have registered their
business legally (say with Companies House in the UK) that their domain name needs to
reflect this exactly.

But that isn’t the case (certainly in the UK - please check with a legal expert in your
jurisdiction). Don’t worry, you have a great degree of flexibility here and no one is going
to start legal proceedings against you because your domain name isn’t exactly the
same as your registered business name.

For example, let’s say that you're starting a barber shop and your name is Eddie.
Maybe you're going to register your business as ‘Eddie’s Barber Shop Ltd". You offer
fraditional gent’s hairdressing and beard frimming.

So here you have a certain degree of flexibility. You could choose something like:

Eddiesbarbers
Eddiethebarber
Eddiesbarbershop
Eddiethebarbershop
Eddieshairandbeards
Eddiesgentsgrooming

=A =4 =4 4 4 =2

The point is that you have a few options to play with. You certainly don’t just need to
limit yourself to EddiesBarberShopltd for your domain name.

Which Domain Extension is best?

OK, so now that you've got a few ideas for the possible name you need to think about
which domain extensions are best for you.

By ‘extension” we mean the suffix of the domain, like .com, .co.uk, etc..
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Again, this is a question that often arises and there is simply no cut and dried answer. It
all depends on personal preference.

However, as a starting point we would always recommend that you only purchase a
domain if you can register all of the main extensions, starfing with the .com.

The reason for this is that .com domains are way out front the most popular domain
extensions (they are referred to as Top Level Domains or TLDs). Whether or not you
ulfimately intend to use the .com or not, we would always advise you to purchase
domains where you can buy the .com to avoid anyone else from domain squatting
(also known as cybersquatting - see below).

So, once you have established that the .com is available there are 3 other points you
need to consider:

Localisation
Organization
Industry
Value Added

=A =4 =4 =

Let’'s have a look at each in furn.

Localised Domain Extensions

By localisation we mean that you can purchase domain names related to where you
are located. Starting at country level (e.g. .co.uk for the UK, .es for Spain) you can even
drill down to cities (e.g. .london).

Many of our clients are based in the UK so we would always recommend that they
purchase a.co.uk domain name too.

Any further down than that, e.g. to city levelis purely a question of choice. If you are on
a fight budget then maybe that is not the best use of your budget when you are
starting out, but you could always come back and buy it later.
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Now if you're gefting a bit concerned about buying all these domains and what wiill
you do with them all, then don’t worry we’ll show you a way to organise them all in a
moment.

Organization Domain Extensions

Some domain names are better suited for different types of organization and should
definitely be considered too.

For example the TLD .org is offen used for organizations such as those run on a not for
profit basis or charities.

In the UK the equivalent is .org.uk.

Then there are other types such as .net (network or intfernet related businesses), .biz (for
businesses) or .eu (businesses or organizations in the EU).

If you are in one of these categories then this would be a natural fit.

However, let’s take a situation where your preferred domain extension (e.g. .com or
.c0.Uk) is not available but the .org or .org.uk is available. It might be tempfting in this
case to go for the .org or .org.uk alternative.

However, there are a couple of compelling reasons not to do this.

Firstly, .org and .org.uk are considered for not for profit ventures. If you are running @
business then visitors to your website may think that they have gone to the wrong
website. They may be looking to purchase and you are just sending them the wrong

impression, despite what your website actually looks like or says.

Secondly and most importantly, you would normally register one of these because your
first choice alternative of .com or .co.uk, etc. is not available.

This could be for one of two reasons:

1 Someone has just registered the domain to take it off the market. In that case a
website may appear there in competition with you at some point in the future
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1 Someone already has a business set up using the more desireable domain(s)

Either way, it would not be wise to choose the .org, .org.uk etc. on that basis as you
would always be looking over your shoulder at them.

Industry Domain Extensions

Another popular type of domain extension are industry specific extensions which tell
people exactly what you do.

For example, if you are photographer you might want to use a.photography domain. If
you sell bikes then a .bike domain might be the one for you.

Again, this is purely down to personal preference.

At the time of writing (March 2016) these types of domain are not as widespread as the
classic domains like .com, .co.uk, etc. but they are increasingly popular and in the
future they could become much more accepted so they are definitely one to consider.

Value Added Domain Extensions

A final category of domain extension that may be worth considering are value added
extensions which help you to spread your online footprint. The types of domain are ones
like .mobi or .tv.

The .mobi was originally infended for setting up mobile versions of a welbsite, but
nowadays with the increased use of Responsive Design in websites the .mobi is not so
relevant.

Likewise with the .tv extension, these can be used for welbsites that intend to include a
lot of video in their content output as well as being perfect for companies operatingin
video or television markets.

Usually though unless you are specifically involved in these markets you can probably
do without these extensions.
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The exception here is if you are a larger braond and there is the possibility of
cybersquatting. In this case, for a small annual fee you could just register the domain
and set 1o auto-renew.

Should You Choose Domains for Better SEO?

OK, so you've seen that you're not restricted to getting a domain name that matches
your registered business name and you also have a lot of choice when it comes to the
type of domain extension.

But another question that often arises is whether you should register a domain name to
get an advantage in the Search Results, like Google. Some people will tell you that you
should first run some keywor
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